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Toward a Common Ground 
M.W. Fox
Some members of the b iomed ica l  research establ i shment  (and others i nvolved 
in one form of an ima l  ut i l izat ion or another) m ay see th i s  Journal  as a new front 
for h u m ane and ant iv iv i sect ion g rou ps to be used to fu rther abo l i t ion i st  goa l s  (i.e. 
no a n i m a l  exper imentat ion or exp l o itat ion of any k i nd regardless of ends  j u st ify­
ing the means). Such an i nterpretation i s  to be expected , cons idering the defen­
s ive postu re that m any b iomed ica l  researchers have had to take when confronted 
by certa in  an i m a l  welfare g roups .  But s u ch an  i nterpretation i s  now beh ind  the 
t i m es if not i m m atu re :  the t ime has come for a l l  to cons ider s c i entif i c ,  eth i c a l ,  
mora l  a n d  othe r  as pects o f  a n i m a l  welfare w ith honesty a n d  i ntegrity. T h i s  i s  a 
chal l enge ,  not a j udgment; a s c i ent i f i c  and inte l l ectua l  q u est, not a front or  
s u bte rfuge  e i ther to convert human i ta r i ans  i nto accept i n g  the i n st rumenta l  ra­
t iona l i s m  of u ncond it iona l  an i m al exp lo itat ion or to seduce b iomed i cal  s c i ent ists 
who work w ith a n i m a l s  to the ant iv iv i sect ioni st 's  i dea l i s t i c  and often anthropo­
morphic abol i t ion i s t  po i nt of v iew.  T h i s  Journal  represents the m i d d l e  way, the 
com mon ground where the q u est ions concern i ng  the present and future we l fare 
of an ima l s  m ay be exp lored and d ebated,  and advances made for the benefit of a l l .  
The History and Impact of UFAW 
W. N. Scott 
Historical Perspective 
At a m eet i ng at B i rkbeck  Col lege in 1 926 C har l es H u m e  started the U n iver­
s i ty of London A n i m a l  Welfare Soc iety (ULAWS) w ith  a members h i p  of two.  T h e  
soc iety w a s  d ecla red open to  grad u ates a n d  undergrad u ates of t h e  Un ive rs i ty of 
Lond on, to senators, off icers and teach i n g  staff of the U n ivers ity, and to veter i ­
nary s u rgeons pract i c i ng  i n  London .  
A n  object ive and rea l i s t ic  approach to controvers i a l  a n i m al we lfare top i cs 
formed the bas i s  of U LAWS' pol i cy .  A n i m a l  p rob lems  shou ld  be tack l ed on a 
sc ient if i c  bas i s  w ith a m ax i m u m  of sym pathy but  a m i n i m u m  of sent i m enta l ity. I t  
w a s  cons idered that the u n ivers i t ies prov ided t h e  best recru i t ing g rounds  f o r  the 
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r i ght  type of person, both sc ient if i c  a n d  otherw ise ,  w i th the r ight  sort of i nforma­
t ion to he lp  w i th a n i m a l  we l fa re act iv i t ies .  
There were eleven members of  counc i l  w ith sc ient i f i c  q u a l i f i cat ions ,  a m ong 
them Kenneth B i rd (Fou gasse), and e l even m embers  who had grad u ated i n  the 
A rts, i n c l u d i ng  a rabbi  and  a barr i ster- at- l aw .  Prob l e m s  i nvest igated at th i s  t i m e  
were the f u r  trade ,  h u m ane s l a u ghter, o i l  pol l ut ion a n d  t h e  trapp ing o f  rabb i t s .  
L i a i son was a l so  estab l i s hed w ith soc iet ies  i n  France ,  Ho l land ,  Germ any ,  I ta ly ,  
Greece, Spa i n ,  North Af r i ca ,  Canada ,  Aust ra l i a  and the U SA .  
B y  1 938 , ULAWS' p u bl i cat ions  l i s t i n c l uded over 3 0  monog raphs ,  reports and 
book lets on var ious  as pects of  a n i m a l  we lfare and a ser ies of wal l  posters i l l u s­
trated by Fougasse as H on orary A rt i st .  I n  t h e  s a m e  year, i n  order  to w i d e n  the 
scope of the organ i z at ion  and sp read i t s  i n f l u ence outs ide  London, the U n iver­
s i t ies  Fed e rat ion for A n i m a l  We l fare (U FAW) was set u p, w i th  U LAWS as its f i rst  
b ranc h .  The second wor ld  war  then i n tervened a n d  severa l staff j o ined the s erv­
ices . Neverthe l es s ,  U FAW cont i n ued ,  a l be i t  w ith a red u ct ion i n  act iv i t ies .  
Post War Research and Growth 
W i th the cessat ion of host i l i t ies in  1 945 and the retu rn of staff f ro m  war  
work ,  var ious  projects were deve loped . P robab l y  the most noteworthy was the 
preparat ion of the UFA W Hanabook o n  the Care and Management of Laboratory
Animals wh i ch was p u b l i shed in 1 947 .  At the same t ime, a resea rch student ap­
poi nted by UFAW began to study m ethods of rabb i t  control i n  Wales . Papers 
were pub l i s hed wh ich  prov ided sound a rg u ments for the h u m a n e  contro l of w i ld  
rabb i t  popu l at ions  and the eventu a l  abo l it ion of the g in  o r  l eghold trap w h ich  
became i l lega l i n  E n g l and and  Wa l es under  the  S p r ing T raps  Approva l  Ord e r  
1 957 .  
Dr .  Phy l l i s C roft, who  h ad jo i n ed U FA W  in  1 950 and  has been work ing  at the 
Neu ropsych iatr ic  Research Centre, Card i ff ,  d ef ined i n  a pub l i shed paper the  con­
d i t ions req u i s ite for  e n s u r ing h u m a n eness in  the e l ectr ic s tunn i n g  of  p igs .  S h e  
a l s o  h a d  a rt i c les accepted by veter i n a ry a n d  m ed ica l  jou rna l s  o n  t h e  h u m ane 
e lect r ica l  stunn i n g  of s m a l l  an ima l s  and the effect of e l ectr i cal st i m u l at ion on 
the perception of  pa i n .  He r  work la id  the fou n d at ion for  futu re deve lopm ents in  
th i s  f i e ld and i n  1 957 the Br i t i sh  Standard s  I nst itu t i on's Com m ittee embod ied her 
recommend at ions i n  B r i t i sh  Sta n d a rd 2909 .57 ,  "Cabinets for the E l ect r i ca l  
Eu thanas i a  of  Dogs ."  S u bseq uent ly ,  Dr .  Croft, w h o  had become an expert i n  the  
f i e l d  of an i m al e l ectroencepha l og raphy, worked on re l axant a n d  anesthet ic  d rugs  
i n  a l aboratory p rov ided by the Roya l  Veter i na ry Col l ege, London .  
Other  research work by  U FAW i n c l u d ed the  anesthes ia  of p igs w ith c a rbon 
d iox ide before s l au ghter, the  humane k i l  I ing of  c rabs and l obsters , a n d  efforts  to 
f i n d  a s u i tab le  na rcot i c  poison ,  or a h u m a n e  acute  po i son ,  for the contro l  of 
rodents . Larg e l y  as a res u l t  of sc ient i f i c  informat ion supp l i ed by U FA W ,  the 
An i m a l s  (Cru e l  Poisons) Act 1 962 beca m e  l a w  in 1 963 .  Th i s  em powers the H o m e  
Sec reta ry t o  proh i b i t  or  restr ict  a l l  po i s ons w h i ch c a u s e  u nd u e  su ffer ing ,  prov i d ed 
that alternat ive method s of destruct ion a re ava i lab l e .  
I n  1 957 ,  Fougasse,  w h o  i l l u strated s o  m any o f  U F AW's pub l i cat i ons ,  was  
e l ected Cha i rman  of  the  Board of Governors . In t he  same  yea r ,  U FAW bec a m e  i n­
corporated u nder  the Com pan ies  Act as a Com pany l i m ited by guarantee, a n d  by 
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special permission of the Board of Trade the word 'limited' after the name of 
U FAW was not required. Major Hume was appointed Secretary-General and in 
the 1962 Queen's Birthday Honours List he was awarded the Order of the British 
E mpire in recognition of his work in animal welfare. 
Recent Accomplishments 
The following years saw many changes in U FAW staff due to retirements, 
resignations, marriages and deaths. I joined as Scientif ic Director in 1964 and 
worked with Major Hume until his retirement in 1965. Fougasse died in the same 
year. He had been U FAW's honorary artist for nearly forty years and his 
numerous drawings contributed much to its success .  
Various research projects were undertaken during the 1960's and 1970's by 
staff which included biologists, educational theorists and veterinary surgeons . In­
vestigations into seals, otters, foxes and badgers suggested the necessity for more 
humane methods of control and, indeed, led eventually to legislation which af­
forded some protection to these species. 
The behavior of sheep and poultry kept under intensive systems of husband­
ry was studied in depth and scientific papers were published. Research into 
humane methods of killing poultry provided basic information for the Govern­
ment to implement the Slaughter of Poultry Act in 1970. Work on tissue culture 
techniques which might provide suitable alternatives to the use of laboratory 
animals was also initiated. 
I n  1967, Mr. Stewart Huston of Coatesville, Pennsylvania approached U FAW 
for assistance in the protection of feral goats on Holy I sland in the Firth of Clyde, 
which he owned. Mr. Huston made annual visits to the island and took a great in­
terest in safeguarding both the animals and the archeological features. He also 
gave UFAW great help and encouragement in establishing a Field Study Centre 
for use by members and visiting scientists. When Mr. Huston died in 1971, his 
trustees offered the island to UFA W and it became the Federation's own property 
the following year. Progress has since continued and facilities developed to main­
tain Holy I sland as a sanctuary for animals and a place where their activities can 
be studied. 
UFAW has probably exerted the most influence through its publications. The 
Handbook on the Care a n d  Management  of  Labora tory Animals had established 
an international reputation. Further enlarged editions appeared in 1957, 1967, 
1972, and 1976. The Handbook on the Care and Management of Farm Animals was 
published in 1971 with a second edition in 1978. The technical publication 
Humane Kill ing of Animals was translated into Arabic, German, Greek , Italian, 
Japanese, Norwegian, Portuguese, Spanish and Thai and distributed in the 
various countries concerned. From 1968 to 1978, twelve symposia were held on 
animal welfare subjects and the proceedings made available. Over twenty papers 
were also published in scientific journals. 
Balance and Change 
Opinions vary widely in different sections of the community as to morally 
acceptable standards for animal welfare. Conflict exists between the emotionally 
16  INT }  STUD ANIM PROB 1(1) 1980 
COMMENTS 
desirable and the economically practicable and a solution is not always possible. 
U FAW's advice and policies have been consistently rational and practical, strik ­
ing a balance between the humane treatment of animals on the one hand and 
human needs on the other. This approach may not attract those who feel that 
achievements are possible only by dramatic and sensational means. Yet, as this 
very abbreviated history demonstrates, some success  has been achieved. 
In many ways U FAW has acted like a catalyst, producing effects without 
undergoing any change in itself. Nonetheless ,  U FAW welcomes new ideas and 
looks forward to a productive future under the new directorship of former Liver­
pool University senior lecturer in animal husbandry, Roger Ewbank . □
Profile 
Roger Ewbank was appointed Scientific Director of U FAW in June 1979. He 
qualified from Liverpool Veterinary School in 1957 and after 3 years in practice 
returned to Liverpool as Lecturer in Animal Husbandry. Ewbank's work has evolved 
from an interest in health and disease of farm animals to a more specific interest 
in farm animal behavior. He was instrumental in establishing applied ethology as 
a serious subject for study in Britain, and was awarded the M.V.Sc. for his thesis 
on " Nursing and suckling behavior in sheep and its relation to lamb growth." 
Since then Ewbank's main interest has been the social behavior of cattle and pigs. 
The significance of this basic work to the welfare problems posed by m odern 
farming methods has been widely recognized. I n  1970, Ewbank was appointed by 
the Minister of Agriculture to his Farm Animal Welfare Com mittee and to several 
other advisory committees and study groups. In 1978, he was appointed to the 
British Veterinary Association Welfare Sub-Com mittee and to the Scientific 
Committee of the I nternational Society for the Protection of Animals ( ISPA). 
Profile 
Major Walter N .  Scott served as Scientific Director of U FAW from January 
1964 to J une 1979. Scott joined U FA W at a time when his expertise was par­
ticularly valuable in preparing U FAW's evidence to Government Committees set 
up to investigate animal experimentation, intensive farming and the use of toxic 
chemicals in agriculture. His notable achievements include the editing of the 4th 
and 5th editions of the U FAW Handbook on the Care and Management  of
Labora tory Anima ls; the 1st and 2nd editions of the Handbook on the Care and
Management  o f  Farm A n imals; and the establishment of annual symposia to 
which established scientists came and spoke freely about welfare problems  in 
their particular fields, such as the control of pests, toxicology, and the transport 
and slaughter of food animals. 
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